
In the continuing Exciting Biologies series,  

Cell Press, Massachusetts General Hospital,  

and Fondation IPSEN collaborate to offer  

annual meetings focused on an area of  

emerging intersection between disciplines, 

where fruitful interactions help identify new  

frontiers in addressing key issues in biomedicine. 

With the 2009 meeting focusing on ‘Biology in Balance’ 

we draw together scientists studying various aspects  

of homeostasis and balance from a diverse range  

of approaches and disciplines. We will start by  

introducing the concept of balance and system 

robustness, and then examine how balance and  

homeostasis are established and maintained within 

a cell, tissue, organism, or population. Topics will 

include the mechanisms that maintain balance, 

how systems adjust balance, how balance can be 

tipped, and what happens when balance is lost. 

Our goal is to create an atmosphere where extended 

group discussion can stimulate interaction  

between scientists approaching similar 

problems from different perspectives in order 

to identify common themes and inspire future 

directions. Space will be limited, so early  

registration is encouraged.
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