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To Whom It May Concern,

_____________________________, a patient of mine, has otitis media, a common childhood inner ear infection that can cause hearing damage if recurrent. Secondhand smoke exposure has been scientifically proven to aggravate these symptoms and causes more ear infections.
It has come to my attention that _____________________________ and his/her family live in your building where residents currently are allowed to smoke cigarettes inside their apartments. Tobacco smoke from neighboring units can drift through the entire building because of the shared inside air. This persistent exposure to tobacco smoke is a threat to his/her health.  Eliminating this exposure by making all units and shared spaces smoke free would decrease his/her symptoms and help him/her stay healthy.

In 2010, the Surgeon General’s report stated that there is no safe level of secondhand smoke exposure. The home is the primary place of exposure for both children and adults. Due to the ability of smoke to travel in multiunit housing buildings through walls, floors, ceilings, vents, and electrical ducts, the only way to ensure the protection of you and your tenants is to enact a completely smoke free policy. 
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Implementing a smoke free policy is simple and legal for any landlord anywhere to do. It can be as easy as amending the lease with a provision not allowing smoking in individual units, balconies, courtyards, and all shared common areas. Existing tenants should be notified of the change in their lease and given fair notice to phase in the new policy.
I hope you consider my recommendations and join others who already enjoy the benefits of smoke free buildings.
Please visit www.smokefreeapartments.org  to find tools for landlords and easy to use resources to aid in making your building smoke free.

Respectfully,

__________________​​​​​_____________________
                     
Making your building smoke free can save you money:


Pay less for cleaning and turnover fees


Attract more tenants since the majority of renters are looking for smoke free housing


Reduce the risk of fire and pay less for fire insurance 


By cutting your costs and improving health, smoke free policies benefit everyone
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